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Who are Wel

° European industry trade Activities
association representing

the treated wood industry

* Foundedin 1951 and with _
registered office in * Monitor and advocacy

Brussels

* Member advice

* Standardization
* 200 member companies

across Europe: * R&D Projects
wood processors,

® preservative * Industry cooperation
manufacturers,

° related service * News and documents
organizations such
as research and .

Meetings and

testing institutes
congresses

and specialists

Some example of products developed
and produced by WEI-IEO Members
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Treated wood creates value

* Members are SMEs with a few large groups. In all about 8 000
companies and 250 000 employees in wood treatment and related

* Production of treated wood is above 7 million m3

* Treatment adds up to 8% of cost to wood and extends functionality
and service life with 3-5 times (15-50 year or more)

* No European wood species have a natural durability that is
competitive with treated wood
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Examples of wood in the public realm

* Other areas of use, not included in
today s topic is:
Infrastructure (Poles and Railway
Sleepers)
* Farming §Fencing, agriculture)
®* Housing frames
* Private use (decking, wood in the garden)

* 9slides, 8 seconds each
e (https://www.pinterest.se/Traskyddsforeningen)/)

* Imagine were and how in your realm!
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What lies in front of us?

Wood is a tool to the European Bauhaus and
Circular product initiative:

* More complex and demanding structures
(replacing)

* Bifrost: 90% wood, 40 meter, less than 20
ton

* Hybrid constructions, modular and scalable
building systems

* Made of standard components of standard
dimensions designed to be reused

* Maintenance by substitution of standard

componentsinp lace BIFROST - BiImoduldr Formbar RObuSt Trdbro
https://vimeo.com/768613164/332322d593
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Challenges

* Why don’t we use more?

* Why is it often used incorrectly?
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-We don’t use treated wood because it is toxic!

* Treated wood is often mistaken for being
toxic and high risk but that is not true
anymore

* Treated wood is safe!
* | would argue that it is safer than most Treated wood has

comparable building materials undeservedly bad
reputation

* |t has been tested according to BPR
* Production follows IED
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Resent development of ecolabels

Going from chemical risk reduction to Life Cycle
approach

Svanen eco label is based upon ISO 14024 and a
holistic sustainable model

* Svanen accepts treated wood since it gives local
wood products very long service life and is a
sustainable good choice

* Treated wood is also getting good ratings in
most eco-label-systems for building materials

e Waste from treated wood is non hazardous
waste according to Waste Directive
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Learning to use wood

* Using wood requires a new building systems and
technics

* Complexity requires cooperation
* policymakers, specifiers, architects, wood industry,
construction, property management, and users

* Further develop wood preservatives and durable wood

products
* Safer, long reliable service life, Fit for purpose, circular
use, resource efficient

* Funding to increase speed
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Better wood preservatives and fair competition

* Biocidal Product Regulation, BPR makes biocides safe, and this is good
e BUT:
* Development of wood preservatives has become expensive, and the risk is high
* Misses the sustainability costs of alternatives (consequences of exclusion)

* Treated wood has an unfair disadvantage
* Treated wood competes with other materials that is not regulated by BPR
* Same substance, same risk but not designed to be a biocide has no restrictions
and could have

* More costly

* Slowing down R&D and reducing investments

* Unfair competition with other competing building materials
* Wood not fit for purpose

* Suboptimizing

* Un-sustainable decision
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Risk for Backlash for Wood

* European wood species without
preservation is not competitive
and is less sustainable

* Using more wood is good, but

using it incorrectly is not

The collapsed Tretten bridge in Norway
could be used as an argument for that

* We need to learn more and wood is not working.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of bri
educate people about the proper e Llres. ..~
use of wood
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We need your Support for durable wood

° Sup[)ort the transition to wood by development, education and
implementation

* Reduce bureaucracy of BPR and create “sustainable holistic
approach in the implementation of the BPR"

* Make competition even between building materials and systems
with sustainability benchmarks

* A bold move would be to use EPDs to set carbon restrictions to
constructions in the public realm

* A bold move would be to implement “wood First, -strategy”

European Institute For Wood Preservation https://wei-ieo.org



In summary

* Treated wood is safe and sustainable

* Preservative treatment extends functionality of European
wood products and service life and makes European wood

products competitive

* Treated wood products is an important building block for
the sustainable construction in Europe
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Thank You!

Fredrik Westin

Managing director of the Swedish Wood Preserving Association
General secretary of the Nordic Wood Preservation Council

Member of the Executive Committee of WEI The Wood Durabity Qualty System

Fredrik.westin@traskydd.com
+46-70-418 49 59

Disclaimer: This presentation is the view of the presenter and not necessary the public position of the WEI-IEO
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